
 Click here for -  Website  -  Facebook Page  -  Calendar  of Events  -  Sports Uniform Order 

 Newsletter  28 October  2022  Week 2  Term 4 

 Calendar of Events 
 Principal’s 

 quote of the 
 week: 

 “Compassion, 

 my dear 

 Brother, is 

 preferable to 

 cleanliness” 

 St Mar�n de Porres 

 Monday  31 October  Tui School Prayers 

 Friday  4 November  Gumboot Friday 

 Monday  7 November  Ruru School Prayers 

 Thursday  10 November  School Photos 

 Sunday  13 November  First Eucharist (9am Mass) 

 Monday  14 November  Moa School Prayers 

 Tuesday  15 November  PTA AGM 5.30pm in the School Library 

 Wednesday  16 November  School Community Picnic 

 Monday  21 November  Piwakawaka Class Prayers 

 Tuesday  22 November  NZEI Paid Union Meetings (see note below) 

 Monday  28 November  Takahe Class Prayers 

 Monday  28 November  Outdoor Education Week 

 Monday  5 December  Hoiho School Prayers 

 Monday  12 December  End of Year Mass 9:30am 

 Tuesday  13 December  Senior Reports 

 Tuesday  13 December  Junior Nativity followed by Shared Learning 

 Friday  16 December  Last day of School for 2022  (  12pm finish  ) 

 Wednesday  1 February  First day of Term One 2023 

http://www.stjosephsqt.school.nz/
https://www.facebook.com/stjosephsqt
http://stjosephsqt.ultranet.school.nz/WebSpace/256/
http://stjosephs-queenstown.nzuniforms.com/


 FROM THE PRINCIPAL … 

 Ngā mihi o te wā ki a koutou! 

 What a week!  Not the week that any of us were expecting, as COVID-19 rears its ugly head again! 
 A huge thank you to everyone who has given a little extra this week in an attempt to minimise the 
 disruption of sickness and absence - from whānau who’ve stayed home to support those required to 
 isolate, to children who’ve showed perseverance and resilience in following the isolation 
 requirements, to staff who’ve pitched in to ensure the smooth running of our school.  Your ‘extra’ is 
 so important and we are all so very grateful for your contribution.  THANK YOU! 

 With only 35 school days left until the end of the year, everything picks up pace now and we will 
 inevitably find ourselves being pulled in all sorts of directions.  Please continue to be kind and to 
 show understanding.  Here at school we’ll continue to put our students at the heart of everything we 
 do, prioritising their wellbeing and their learning, continuing to strive for improved student outcomes. 

 A group of children from our school and parish will receive their First Holy Communion at the 9am 
 Mass on Sunday 13 November, a real highlight for our community.  Special thanks to Lisa Dickson, 
 our acting DRS, and to the families of those preparing, for all the mahi that’s going in to preparing for 
 this, their last Sacrament to full membership of the Catholic Church. 

 The St Joseph’s School Board and staff are looking forward to seeing you all at our Family Picnic at 
 the Lake Hayes Pavilion on Wednesday 16 November.  Let’s hope the sun shines and we can have 
 a great time together celebrating being in community again after what feels like a very long time! 

 Kia tau te rangimārie o te Atua ki a tātou.  May God’s peace be with us all. 

 Alan Grant 

 Tumuaki | Principal 
 principal@stjosephsqt.school.nz 

 GOTCHA WINNERS 
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 PB4L FOCUS 

 For this week  our school wide focus will be:  Wearing  a School Sunhat 

 We expect that students are: 
 ●  Wearing their sunhats when outside the classroom. 
 ●  Responsible for their own hat and know where it is. 

 GUMBOOT FRIDAY 

 Next Friday (4 November) we will be celebrating 
 Gumboot Friday. 
 Gumboot Friday is an “I Am Hope” foundation initiative 
 and is a bi-annual fun and awareness-raising event 
 where New Zealand comes together to raise money for 
 free kids counselling, while wearing Gumboots! 
 Since 2021, kiwis have donated $3.3 million to fund free 
 kids counselling and at the time of printing, Gumboot 
 Friday has funded 20,481 counselling sessions, helping 
 9,376 kiwi kids. 
 On Friday students will read stories and talk about the 
 importance of kindness, resilience and the importance of 
 building self esteem and standing up to bullies. 
 Please encourage your child to wear gumboots with 
 their uniform to school on Friday. If you would like to 
 make a donation it will be gratefully accepted, however 
 there is no expectation to do so. 

 NZEI TEACHER PAID UNION MEETING - TUESDAY 22 NOVEMBER 

 We have received formal notification from NZEI, the Primary Teachers Union, that they will hold a 
 paid union meeting on Tuesday 22nd November.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the 
 progress of negotiations for their collective employment agreement (the Primary Teachers Collective 
 Agreement expired on 30 June 2022), the proposed unified public service pay offer and their Wāwāhi 
 Tahā | Time 4 Tamariki campaign - this campaign aims to win smaller class sizes, more support for 
 high needs students, better recognition of cultural skills, greater job security for our essential 
 relievers and to fairly value and recognise the work of teachers. 
 St Joseph's School will be open during this time, but our usual teaching and learning programmes 
 will not be operating until after morning tea on this day (11:30am).  We will have a small number of 
 staff onsite to look after your child/ren from 9am, however we won't be fully staffed until 11am. 
 In order to support the smooth running of the school I ask that, if at all possible, you arrange to send 
 your child/ren to school later in the morning (after 11am) on that day once we have all staff back on 
 site.  If you are not able to make alternative arrangements for the first part of the day, you are of 
 course welcome to send your child/ren to school as normal.  If you will be sending your child/ren later 
 please send an email to your child/ren's classroom teacher(s). 
 I apologise for any inconvenience this may cause, and thank you in advance for your support. 



 TRIATHLON 

 On Wednesday Takahe class participated in the Small Schools triathlon at the Queenstown Events 
 Centre. They all put in a marvellous effort and had placings in both the team and individual events. 
 Well done to all of you! 

 SCHOOL COMMUNITY PICNIC … WEDNESDAY 16 NOVEMBER 4:30PM - 7:30PM 

 On Wednesday 16 November St Joseph's Staff and Board would like to invite you all to share in an 
 evening of fun and food. This will be held at the Lake Hayes Pavilion from 4:30pm-7:30pm. We ask 
 all families to bring a plate of food to share; plates and cutlery will be provided. We look forward to 
 seeing you there and spending time together in the community, putting covid restrictions behind us 
 and having some fun in the sun. Sports equipment and games will be available and you are welcome 
 to bring some along too - a picnic rug would be great too! 

 PTA AGM … TUESDAY 15 NOVEMBER 5:30PM 

 The St Joseph’s PTA is holding their AGM on Tuesday 15th November at 5.30pm in the School 
 Library. 
 You are all welcome to attend this meeting. 



 WELLINGTON CAMP 

 Last week Moa class attended their long-awaited Wellington Camp. It was an absolutely fantastic 
 week full of fun, growth and learning! Thanks to everyone who helped make it happen. Students 
 share some of their highlights: 

 Capital E. By Eva 
 Capital E was one of the many highlights of Wellington camp for me. It 
 is an OnTV experience where we created a News broadcast where 
 aliens had invaded New Zealand. It was interesting to see what it is like 
 being behind and infront of the camera and how they both were just as 
 important as the other. 

 Wellington Zoo. By Lillian 
 I personally enjoyed the Zoo because of how many animals 
 there were to see there. 
 But one animal everyone enjoyed was the chimpanzees. We 
 got to stay the night at the Zoo and had a special evening 
 experience with the lions and giraffes. 

 The Circus Hub. By Sophia Ucol 
 The Circus Hub was actually way more fun than I thought it was going to 
 be. I got to learn so many skills like juggling, silks and the hoops. My 
 favourite part was the hoops. 

 Adrenalin Forest. By Giuliana 
 It was a very exciting activity to do because we got to climb ropes and 
 zipline across the scenic view from the top of the trees. There were different 
 kinds of levels that go all the way up to level 6 which is a whopping 34 
 metres above ground! This activity was a very exhilarating one to do 
 especially if you want to overcome your fear of heights or if you're an 
 adrenaline junkie . 



 GARDEN CLUB 

 We received another awesome gift pack from Mitre10 Mega - a whole boot load of seeds, plants, 
 compost, water cans and even a little treasure to guard over our garden.  The boys from Takahe got 
 straight into work and planted out the summer salad garden.  The girls from Hoiho weeded the herb 
 garden readying it for the tomatoes, and students from Ruru class planted sunflower seeds.  We are 
 very pleased to see the rain to save us from watering. 

 Silverbeet to give away. 
 We have some silverbeet in the garden outside Moa class if anyone wants to take it over the 
 weekend. 

 2023 SKI PASS 

 Message below from NZSki… 

 We're excited to inform you our local schools season passes for both primary and secondary school 
 students have gone live on our website for the 2023  w  inter season! 

 As you may already know, NZSki offers heavily discounted 3 Peak Season Passes to pupils of qualifying 
 local schools in the Southern Lakes/Central Otago/Northern Southland areas. These passes can be used 
 to access Coronet Peak, The Remarkables and Mt Hutt all season and are available to students formally 
 enrolled with eligible schools. Upon purchase of a local schools’ season pass, the school in attendance is 
 selected by the purchaser. This is then verified by NZSki and the relevant school roll once into the 2023 
 school year. 
 Local School Season Passes will be available to purchase online at any time up until season start  and are 
 a requirement for attending any local schools ski camps. 

 Please use the links below to access this product and purchase online. Additionally, families can search 
 "local schools season pass" on either Coronet Peak or The Remarkables websites. We've also added a 
 "pay by instalment" feature to assist families with payments. 

 Pricing is as follows: 
 Primary Schools Pass  :  $139.00 
 Secondary Schools Pass  :  $219.00 
 *please note primary schools passes are eligible for students through year 8* 

 Please direct any questions to our schools and groups team on  info@nzski.com  - we're happy to help! 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.theremarkables.co.nz%2Fqt-primary-schools&data=05%7C01%7Cfiona.boyer%40nzski.com%7C3bdb637c64d340d85afb08dab0bc0241%7C06d5a0e13545483d94bae057f1d96bac%7C0%7C0%7C638016618794035441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Mb680NJZQJlLGLNqvBZMgNnL8LgXj1Rd93FWGzf45R0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshop.theremarkables.co.nz%2Fqt-secondary-schools&data=05%7C01%7Cfiona.boyer%40nzski.com%7C3bdb637c64d340d85afb08dab0bc0241%7C06d5a0e13545483d94bae057f1d96bac%7C0%7C0%7C638016618794191687%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kkeMx4kmMX7d6q4WOF%2BvERGNS0B50dNMvBKpM84eBF4%3D&reserved=0


 SPECIAL CATHOLIC CHARACTER 

 All Saints and All Souls 

 Next week we celebrate two significant days in the Church’s Liturgical Year. 

 1.  The  Feast of All Saints  is celebrated on 1  st  November  to honour all the saints known 
 and unknown. 

 The day before All Saints’ Day is Halloween.  Is there a connection between these two 
 celebrations?  Actually, there is but the religious origins of Halloween have largely 
 been forgotten.  Halloween is derived from  Hallows’  Eve  or  Hallowmas,  which means 
 The Eve of All Saints  .  Vigils begin the night before  Sundays and major feasts.  The 
 modern term of Halloween was derived from a way of saying  All Saints Eve  – just as we 
 say  Christmas Eve  .  In the later half of the nineteenth  century, Halloween became 
 known as a more secular holiday and began to develop into what it is today. 

 2.  The  Feast of All Souls  .  On this special day we pray  for those who have died, that they 
 ‘may rest in peace’.  This is a good time to spend some time in prayer to remember 
 those in your family who have died. 



 BOARD CORNER 

 Tēnā koutou. 

 Our School Board usually meets twice each school term and t  he Board warmly invites parents and 
 caregivers to attend  .  We meet in the Hoiho classroom  on Tuesday evenings from 5:  15  pm.  The date 
 for the next meeting is published each week in the newsletter. 

 All correspondence to the Board is to be sent to either Catkin  catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz  or Karen 
 office@stjosephsqt.school.nz.  You can expect a response  to your correspondence within five school 
 days. 

 Ngā manaakitanga, 

 Catkin Bartlett 
 Board Presiding Member 
 catkinb@stjosephsqt.school.nz 

 PARISH INFORMATION 

 Queenstown  Saturday Vigil 6.30 pm, Sunday 9 am. 
 3  rd  Sunday ~ 7 pm, Filipino Mass. 
 4  th  Sunday ~ 7 pm, Portuguese Mass 

 Arrowtown  1  st  , 3  rd  , and 5  th  Sundays:  11 am Mass 
 2  nd  & 4  th  Sundays:  11 am Liturgy of the Word with 
 Holy Communion 

 Check out the latest Parish news on-line: 
 www.stjosephsqueenstown.co.nz 
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 SKOOL LOOP ADVERTISERS SUPPORTING ST JOSEPH’S 

 KEEP UP TO DATE … SCHOOL LOOP 


